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Requirements Regarding the Final Declaration of thdRio+20 Summit
VENRO Statement

The final declaration of the Rio+20 Summit “The dat We Want” emphasises in its vision “full par-
ticipation of civil society”. In order to ensurest the “We” in the final document not only meetsg
ernments' expectations but also demands of cigiesporganizations, VENRO calls for the inclusion
of the following aspects:

Vision and commitment

In the draft final declaratiogovernments commit themselves to fostering contisuteconomic growth
and to strengthening technology transfer on theisba$é mutually agreed conditions. They
acknowledge the positive role companies play iueng sustainable development.

From VENRO's perspectivthe final declaration should make it clear that pamies can have a

negative impact on sustainable development. Goventsnshould oblige companies to work
within the earth’s natural boundaries (“planetaouidaries”) while at the same time striving
for social and ecological justice on the basiswhhn rights.

In accordance with thprinciple of a common but differential responstfilindustrial countries
must commit themselves to contributing to technpltsgnsfer, for example by means of intro-
ducing more flexible patent rights. This princiglgpulates that it is the common responsibility
of all countries on earth to protect our planetisTiesponsibility is however different for each
country in respect to their different levels of Bommental degradation.

Green Economy

The draft final declaration lists several documenmkséch are to provide an orientation for the Green
Economy.

From VENRO's perspectivihe three Rio conventions, as well as the objestof economic ac-
tivity within planetary boundaries, are missingnfrthe dratft.

The draft final declaration “encourages” privatenpanies to offer workers and employees access to
social and health protection, “invites” industrydevelop more sustainable product chains and empha-
sises the central role piiblic-private partnerships.

In VENRO'sopinion a Green Economy can only contribute toanable development if the
private sector pledges to observe workers' bagitgiand offers a binding commitment to com-
ply with human rights and social and environmerst@indards in their product and supply
chains.



Institutional framework for sustainable development

The document provides two main alternatives toftitere role of the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP). Both aim to strengthen the ustih. The more moderate one assumes universal
membership and secure financing, whereas the nmob&iaus one also calls for an upgrade to a UN
special organization comparable to the UN Food Agudculture organization (FAO) and the World
Health organization (WHO). The unsatisfactory staquo would thus only persist if no agreement is
reached — this would be the result of the sharservation of Russia and Canada.

VENRO supports the following proposdihe final document should commit to an upgrade of
UNEP to a full UN special organization. Only thefl WNEP be able to tackle growing chal-
lenges and support developing countries in padarcuiAlmost all states today have fully func-
tioning Ministries of Environment but no environni@nprogrammes. Thus, the UN should con-
sider this.

In addition, VENRO supportsefforts to replace the Commission on Sustainableel@@ment
(CSD) with a Sustainable Development Council whighuld report directly to the UN General
Assembly. Following the example of the UN HumanHsgCouncil, this council would regu-
larly measure, verify and report on the succesh®fimplementation of objectives and strate-
gies of sustainable development.

In VENRO's opiniorthe idea of establishing a United Nations High Cassioner for sustaina-
ble development and the rights of future generatisnimportant to give the UN sustainability
system a face and more weight when calling for Wstiiutions and member states to imple-
ment coherent policies.

Poverty reduction

Although poverty reduction is described in the atisstatement as the overarching objective of sus-
tainable development and the “biggest global chghé&, the text only provides three short main ex-
planations as to how poverty can be effectivelklet: It emphasises that poverty reduction should
have priority in the UN agenda.

From VENRO's perspectivthe final declaration must emphasize the obligatiball states that
have signed human rights agreements to tackleregtpoverty and to immediately implement
peoples' rights to food, water, health, educatiod decent housing. “The Future We Want”
must define a deadline for the state communityver@ome extreme poverty. Considering the
fact that relatively few financial resources arguieed to achieve this objective, the year 2020 is
not overly ambitious.

Agriculture and food security

The draft final declaration emphasizes the impantale of increased private and public investmant i
agriculture and rural development, listing seves@écific technologies, for example efficient irdga
tion systems, infrastructural investment and st®m@pacities.

From VENRO's perspectivemphasis should be placed on investments that chanedy foster
food security for poor households and increasenm&opportunities for farmers without the en-
vironment being adversely affected. This requinegroved access of small producers

to resources such as land, water and seeds, bubatsedit and markets.



Water

The draft final declaration merely adheres to @xgsiMillennium Development Goal (MDG) agree-
ments, and thus rejects opportunities to take tbeudsion process to the highest level in respect t
post-MDG objectives for global water supply andit#ion systems.

VENRO supportghe objective of providing all people — marginatizpeople in particular —
with clean and affordable drinking water and sawgitystems by 2030 without any form of dis-
crimination and in sufficient quantities in ordergrotect individual dignity and health. In addi-
tion, the final declaration should use #greed language of existing UN resolutions.

In respect to environmental degradation throughionpa and industrial waste water, the draft final
declaration merely envisages improvements in éxjstational laws and master plan guidelines.

From VENRO's perspectivthe final declaration should not be associateti wétional legisla-
tion or master plan guidelines.

Health
The draft final declaration emphasises that hasaléhprerequisite for sustainable development.

From VENRO's perspectivithe final declaration should also refer to theteahiNations com-
mitments made in 2011 to tackle HIV/Aids, calliry finiversal access, and should also include
health related MDGs. Universal access or univategtee of health services coverage must ap-
ply to all diseases. The final declaration needgdimt out health risks associated with climate
change and provide decisive guidelines to allowthesystems and poor populations to adapt to
the effects of climate change.

Energy

The draft final declaration acknowledges the rdlewvailability of and access to sustainable enagy

a precondition for development and poverty reductas well as in the fight against a dangerous cli-
mate change. In the context of the initiatiustainable energy for all, it calls for financial and institu-
tional support for the provision of and accessustanable energy. Barriers to public and private i
vestments in the necessary restructuring of theggreector are to be eliminated.

VENRO goes even furtheDevelopment of renewable energy should be accoragany in-
creased research, education and public awarenisgsgreEfforts should be made to mobilize
adequate financial resources for fostering modesrges and to plan the development of re-
newable energies and energy efficiency measuragarticipatory and fair manner so they can
be oriented to the needs of those affected.

Tourism

The draft final declaration overestimates the bén#iat existing forms and concepts of tourismehav
for development. Tourism can contribute to inteiova! understanding and development, but it is at
the same time a very vulnerable industry. Air ahtp dravel considerably contribute to climate
change. The projected quantitative growth of toarthus thwarts its sustainability. In some parts of
the world, tourism leads to expulsion, water preatand is marked by lacking participation or inse
cure working conditions.

From VENRQO's perspectivtourism requires a paradigm shift. A new concepistrinclude
benefits for hosts and decry human rights violation



Oceans

According to the final declaration, marine protentzones are to be expanded considerably. This ap-
plies to coastal areas in particular, and woulddatized by means of effective management systems
that safeguard biological diversity in maritime goaments.

VENRO demand®qual participation of the coastal population witecomes to decisions on
enlargement of coastal maritime protection zonesddveloping countries in particular, man-
agement plans must incorporate traditional rigbtadcess fishing resources and existing pro-
tection systems. In addition, they must give ptyotd the right to food of a population that de-
pends on this protein-rich resource.

Disaster risk reduction

Disaster prevention is an independent topic offithed declaration. Therefore the topic is givenfwignt
weight in respect to its contribution to sustaieativelopment.

However, VENRO points out thdisaster preventioas a cross-cutting issue should be incorpo-
rated not only in areas such as urban planningwaatdr but also other topics, such as poverty
reduction, food security, energy, health and démation.

Biodiversity
The final declaration recognises the contributibmdigenous peoples to biodiversity conservation.

VENRO supportghis recognition. In addition, states should comtingmselves to implement-
ing the United Nations Declaration on the Rightsnoligenous Peoples.

The draft final declaration encourages investm#érds foster the conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity.

VENRO shares this aspect. However, it must be addedythetrnments need to take appropri-
ate measures to prevent investments that mightatmpegatively on the conservation and sus-
tainable use of biodiversity.

Desertification

The draft final declaration emphasises the fact slod contributes to economic growth, sustainable
agriculture and food security. However, it providesy few indications as to which actors and in-

vestments are necessary to prevent soil degraddtienreference to the Changwon initiative suggests
that the focus is on private investments.

From VENRO's perspectivsoil should be referred to first and foremost dacsor that secures
livelihood. It is important to identify instrumendsd initiatives that help states to support local
populations in their fight against desertificatenmd soil degradation.

Mining

The draft final declaration rightly stresses theagrimportance of extractive resources for the avorl
and industrial production. They can above all, frameconomic and social perspective, boost devel-
opment in poor countries that are rich in raw malerTo achieve this, negative social and ecokhlgic
impacts must be prevented or minimized, and ap@tpmeasures must be taken to strengthen posi-
tive impacts.



VENRO, however, points othe need for people living in these production suteabe included
in the early stages of mining projects and forrtheices to be heard. In order to minimize so-
cial and environmental risks we need to use thé desilable materials handling technology
(not low cost production). Companies must commit themselves to observingamurights, as
well as international environmental and social déads, in countries rich in raw materials. Fur-
thermore, appropriate steps must be taken to ernbkatduture mining projects do not violate
human rights.

Gender equality and women’s empowerment

Gender positions in the final declaration are ifisight. Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) do
not refer to gender goals specified in the MillemiDevelopment Goals.

From VENRO's perspectivEDGs should include gender justice and womermpower ment

and focus on respect for women's roles in envirorialessuesVENRO demandequal access

to resources, land and property rights, technolegter and waste management. Human and
women's rights must be respected. In addition, genthinstreaming should be addressed by
the SDGs.

The final declaration should explicitly point otiat all forms of violence are serious obstacles
to gender equality and sustainable developments,Tdluforms of violence (structural, gender—
specific and as a result of conflicts/wars) mustlbldressed in the context of gender equality
and the promotion of women. More emphasis shoulideon equal participation of women in
conflict transformation, peace negotiation and nstaction.

Sustainable Development Goals SDGs

The draft final declaration points out that SDGewdtl be based on the Millennium Declaration, the

UN Charter and principles of international law.dddition, they should be compatible with the Rio

principles and contribute to the implementationAgenda 21 and the Johannesburg Plan of Imple-
mentation, including poverty eradication and protecof natural resources.

VENRO emphasises th&DGs are also based on human rights and shouléatepfanetary
boundaries. In addition, they should implementjdessother Rio principles, the principle of a
common butifferential responsibilityn particular, and contribute to social justice amyiron-
mental protection.

The draft final declaration mentions possible pohceas for the SDGs.

From VENRO's perspectivpossible objectives for sustainable developmenulshoclude
technology transfer, political participation anchtan security.

Technology transfer

The draft final declaration calls for the role ofallectual property rights to be examined in respe
access of developing countries to environmentaigntily technologies.

From VENRO's perspectivim future, the focus will be on rebalancing intetleal property
rights and the public interest in the use of ini@, in particular when it comes to access of
the poor to affordable medicine.

According to the document, the states agree wi¢hidea of funding transfer of environmentally
friendly technologies through voluntary financiahtributions.

In addition,states shoulthke measures to provide developing countries prigfierential access
to environmentally friendly technologies.



Trade

The draft final declaration assumes that an opehnan-discriminatory trade system, as well as trade
liberalisation, is beneficial for all countries,particular in the area of non-tariff barriers.

From VENRO's perspectivthe international trade system needs to be revigimguarticular in
respect to its ecologically and socially negatingacts. It must also be oriented towards sus-
tainable development.

The final declaration calls for a fast and ambiiconclusion of the Doha Round.

VENRO however believethat Doha Round negotiations on a further worlderberalisation
should be immediately ended without result, as theye been deadlocked for years. Instead, a
negotiation mandate for a world trade regime wldghs to achieve global sustainable devel-
opment should be agreed on.

The draft final declaration acknowledges the needontinue negotiations with the WTO on liberali-
sation of environmental goods and services.

In VENRO's opiniorit should acknowledge instead that current negotiaton liberalisation of
environmental goods and services cannot contrifousestainable development.

Decent work

The final declaration recognises the importancelefent work for people in formal and informal

working relations. It calls on the responsibilitiy smcial partners to protect workers' rights - wome

and migrant workers' rights in particular - andsain the international community to launch an em-
ployment programme. However, it is not very cleapointing out opportunities for an employment
policy focusing on jobs in the areas environmeptatection and green technology.

Here, VENROrecognises the need for a clear positioning tol¢sitle global employment crisis

in a coherent manner. VENRO would like the declarato refer to existing international legal-
ly binding agreements, such as the UN Internati@ualvention on the Protection of the Rights
of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Famdier conventions of the International La-
bour Organization (ILO) concerning Migrant WorkegiG97), the Home Work Convention

(C177) and the ILO Convention on Indigenous Peoffid69). The final declaration also falls
short of recognizing the ILO as a specialized agesfcthe United Nations which proves its
leading role through concepts of decent work a$ ageln its approach to promoting youth em-
ployment and strengthening informal-workers' rights
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